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422 VOTES anp PROCEEDINGS, NovEMBER, 17/y.

Tt miay now bé proper to enquire : %o the law of riature. ¢ The law of nature has provided a remedy
ain® injuries in the equality of nature : any perfon, who is either in danger of fuffering an injury, or has
a@ually fufféred one, may make ufe of foree either to defend or to redrefs himfelf,

¢« Hvery man has naturally a right to think and to aét for himfelf. 'The law of natare prohibits him
from doing what is unjutt, and by the fameé law of nature he is obliged to advance the happinels of man-
kind, 3s he has ability and opportunity ; but it leaves him to judge in what inftances, and by ‘what means

, will doit. ‘The Jaw of nature copfiders all mankind as one great fociety, and obliges them in this
vl not to hiurt one another, and mutually to do for one another all fuch kind offices as are in their

WeEr, , '
!,’O“ Every man has naturally a right to make ufé of nis own force, either for his own defence, when he is
in danger of being injared, or (0 obtain reparation, and to infli¢ punithment, when he has been injured.

¢ If any perfon has injured us, by taking from us what is our own, or by withholding from us what
in #r& juftice is due'to us; the law of nature not only allows us to make reprifals, by feizing upon fo
much of his goods, as is equivalent to what we have loft, where we cannot recover the very thing itfelf ;
but it gi_ve's us property likewift in the goods fo taken. Befides the perfon who immediately does the in.
jury, others may be fo concerned in it, as to be under an obligation with him of making good the
damages arifing from it.

§< %he feveral members of a civil fociety are parties by the law of nations in any injury that the fociety
doés ; for this law confiders fuch a fociety as one colleétive perfon : and confequently an injury, which
iy the &t c}f this colle&tive perfon, muft in the view of this law be the concurrent aét ofy its feveral parts or

:  bers.
n‘ﬂcﬁx the above it is manifeft, that if the war s confidered as a ciwil war from the 19th day of April,
1775» to_thé 4th day of fuly, 1776, and the nation of Great-Britain was the afgrcﬂ'or, fhe is, and
tbe individuals of that nation are, by the principles of juttice, the law of natdre and of nations, anfwer-
ablé for any damage this flate or any of its citizens hath fuftained in confequence of the war. The law of
nations, as to property taken from an cnemy, applies to civil wars as weil as public wars between inde-
' &déﬁ_t nations ; there is in reality no diftintion, and this is declared by Vattell, Rutherforth, and
aqui. .

By :l déclaration of independence, this flate became a fovereign and independent ftate, and as fuch
entitied to every benefit which any nation can claim by the law of nations. Rutherforth informs us, ¢ In
a wat which is internally juft, as a nation may take the perfons, fo likewife it may feize upon the goods
of the enemies, either moveable or immoveable, as far as {uch feizure is a neceflary means of bringing
them to do what is right; but what is feized only for this purpofe does not become the property of the

~ captors: the poffeflion is juft, till the purpofe for which the goods were taken is anfwered; but as foon

ay the claims of the injured nation are fatisfied, the jultice of the poffeflion is at an end.

¢¢ There ar¢ however three ways, by which a nation in a juff war may acquire property in the goods which
it tikes from its enemies. Firft, a nation that has been injured, has a right to reparation of damages.
Eeparation is made according to the law of nature, not only by recovering the thing, which we are un-
jiiftly deprived of, but likewife, where the very thing cannot be had, by recovering an equivalent out of the

300ds of the perfon who has deprived us of it. And, by the law of nations, this right to obtain an equi-
vatent extends to the oods of all, who are members of the nation that has done the injury ; not becaufe
the goods of private fubjels are by any purely pofitive law made pledges to all the world for the good be-
havidar of the nation, or of its conftitutional goveraors, but becaufe, by the pofitive confent of all man-
Kind, the nation, though it confilts of many individuals, is confidered as one colleétive perfon; and in
conféquence, of this general confent, all the members of this colle&tive body are deemed parties in any
in{m which the body does, as far as this injury produces a claim to reparation of damages in thofe againt
whom it is committed. Il a nation makes war to recover reparation of any damages that have been done

\9 it, this claim to fuch goods as are taken in the war, takes place from the beginning of the war, to the

e';;}m{t}of efc damages. But if the enemy begins a war canfelefsly, and the nation which defends itfelf
has {uffered no injury from the enemy before the war began, this claim does not take place from the be-

inning, becanl€ the nation can have no right to an equivalent, where it has fuftained no damage. How-
evér this claim, thoigh it did not begin with the war, will arife in the progrefs of it: for the war itfelf

is an injury ; and confequently the nation, againft which it is made, will have a right to reparation for
w ! damages which are done to itin the war.

U 1dly, a Rition has a right to be paid the expeoces that it makes in a juft war. Thefe expences
are fndédd (0 many additional damages ; for whatever the nation is forced to expend in recovering its right,
is & Jofs, which is occafioned by the fault of the enemy, who withholds that right.’ '

_#v Ay the nation thercfore acquires property in the goods which it takes from the enemy, te the amount
of the origival damages that occafion the war, and of the frefh damages that are done in the war; fo,
upoa the fame principle, it acquires property in what it takes, as an equivalent for the current expences
thag aré inade in carrying on the war.” ,

%c"(ifc_ faclined to think the authorities cited will convince oar people of the right they have to feize
and coiififtate Britith property in their power. : |

"The policy of the meafure depénds on opinion. We think it impolitic to foad our conflituents with
€axes, and. convinced that they cannot pay what is really neceffary to carry on the war, without fclling
gi't of their property to raife the money, we thought found policy diQtated the propriety of firft felling
the property of our enpenuies.

We niift now beg leave fo far tointrade on your honours time and patience, as to make a few ftriftures
on your arguments, or rather obje&tions to the bill. Permmit us to difcufs them with that temper and dif-
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pofition their importance and weight may require. It




